COUNTRY
REGULATION
KEY ACTIONS
SITUATIONS

DENMARK
Danish Order.

The Order provide that the following are prohibited from Jan 2006:

· Import, sale, use of new products containing HFC

· Import, sale, use of new and recovered HFCs

Exemption (all HFC products are banned from Jan 2006 unless otherwise stated):

· Cooling plants, with charges between 0.15 and 10 Kg – exempted.

Note: the Danish explanatory notes – though not the Order – states that the exemption only applies as long as the total greenhouse gas emission of systems containing no HFCs are higher as compared to systems containing HFCs.

Jointing foams: banned from Sept. 1, 2002.


ban

Into force on 

July 1, 2002

AUSTRIA
Austrian Order:

· HFCs refrigerants are banned as of 1.1.2008 (accepted only for export)

· Polyurethane assembly foams: ban from 1.1.2005
ban

Into force on

Dec. 10, 2002

NORWAY
HFCs emission regulation:

it provide to tax imported products or imported bulk with HFCs.

The tax will not be refundable and will amount to 180 NKr per tonne of CO2 equivalent (a tax rate similar to the CO2 tax on fuel)

tax
Into force on

Jan. 1, 2003

SWITZERLAND
HFCs Regulation proposal: 

it has been proposed by The Swiss Environmental Ministry on Dec 01.

The proposal provide: 

production, import, export and renovation of equipment’s containing HFCs are banned from:

· Jan 2003 for domestic refrigerators and freezers

· Jan 2005 for dehumidifiers

· Jan 2005 for air conditioners.

After communication to the European Commission (under the EFTA agreement) and to WTO and analysis of their comments, the Swiss Environmental Ministry is still in the process of finalising the document in a softer way.


ban

Final Ordinance is expected to be published end March 2003.

GERMANY
Intention to reduce the use of HFCs:

the German Federal Environmental Ministry presented on Sept. 2002 a discussion paper

on reduction of HFCs use in those area where the use of alternative substances is technically possible and available:

· For household appliances the paper advocates a ban of HFCs

· A complete ban of HFCs in dispensing machines is strongly supported by the Ministry.

Federal Ministry of Economy commented:

· The paper might conflict with the Eu Commission framework directive planning on HFCs

· The paper can cause competitive disadvantages for the German industry.

Car industry is claiming that no alternative  to HFCs are at the moment available.

 
ban

Consultation meetings are in progress.

FRANCE


Noise on preparation of a  Regulation on emission of HFCs and tax on: products/bulks with HFC.

Banns should not be included

 

Emission

Control

tax


Noise on intention to prepare an HFCs

Regulation.



ITALY
No actions have been taken on HFCs at National level.

Italy has the most important refrigeration and air conditioning industry in Europe.

Considering that the next 2003 COP 9 will be held in Rome and that Italy will have the Eu Presidency in the second half 2003, proposals are expected to be arisen.

Most probably the proposals will be in line with the European Commission. 


No actions

GREEK
Olympics in Athens in 2004 will be the first Games at which some of the biggest sponsor will show alternative refrigeration applications to HFCs.




No actions

E C
The European Community F-gas Legislation proposal is based on:

· HFCs emission minimisation and common monitoring system.

· Products end of life disposal regulation

· Mechanism for review of non-sustainable uses of HFCs

· Free circulation of products and services that meet the set on of the legislation.


ban
Emission

Control


Proposal time for adoption delayed until end 2003.

NOTE:

· National Legislation has to be harmonized with the European  Legislation. 

However, Member State can adopt independent National Legislation on environmental issues.

· Environmental issues are driven by central Eu countries. Their position will be reinforced when the new Member State accession process will be completed (at that moment the Member States will be 25) as a consequence of German influence on East Europe countries like Poland, Check, Hungary, Slovakia.

The allocation of Council votes from Nov 2004 to the various Member States will give more strength to the German HFCs position vs the more moderate position of south Europe countries (Italy, Spain, Greek).

-------------------------------------------------------------

Council votes allocation per each Member State:

Germany, UK, France, Italy,                                     29

Spain, Poland                                                            27

NL, Greek                                                                  13

Czech Rep, Belgium, Hungary, Portugal                12 

Sweden, Austria                                                         10

Slovakia, Denmark, Finland, Ireland, Lithuania       7

Latvia, Estonia, Slovenia, Cyprus, Luxembourg,    4

Malta                                                                           3               

---------------------------------------------------
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